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Abstract: Design methodol ogy courseshel p theskill devel opment to approach andto solve
badly defined problems, commonin every day wor k of design and oper ational engineers.
Thisability and knowledgeto work with diffuseand non  -structured problemsishighly
desirable. Thispaper showshowteaching of design methodologyistreatedinthe
Mechanical Engineeringhabilitationof EscolaPolitécnica - USP. Therearetwo
disciplinesabout thissubject: Design Methodology | infifthsemesteran  d Design
Methodology Il inseventh semester. Thefir st oneshowsthebasic conceptsof designand
students devel op a project of a new product. The second one deal swith the project
management, and it isbased onteamwork in groupswith about fifteentotwe  nty students.
Thestudentsaresubmittedto several commondifficultiesindesign process, for example:
lack of information, unclear authority, open problemsand others. Theobservedresultis
theincreaseof important skillsfor designengineers: communic  ation, people management,
problemdefinitions, analysi s, sol ution synthesisand resear ch.



